
What is Morlais?
Morlais is a Menter Môn project which aims to benefit local communities, the 
economy and environment through renewable low carbon electricity generation. 
The Morlais project manages a 35 km2 area of seabed known as the West 
Anglesey Demonstration Zone, and once developed has the potential to become 
one of the largest tidal stream energy sites in the world.

The first stage of the project aims to secure consent for the development of the 
demonstration zone, with community consultation a key part of this. Submission of 
the consent application is planned for July 2019. Subject to achieving consent, the 
second stage aims to put the necessary infrastructure in place for developers of tidal 
stream energy converters to demonstrate their technology on a commercial scale. 

With funding support from Welsh Government, the European Regional Development 
Fund through the Welsh Government, Isle of Anglesey County Council, Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority and the private sector, Morlais has the potential to scale-
up over time to a maximum electricity generating capacity of 240MW.

Offshore there will be tidal energy convertors, seabed cables and hubs connecting 
groups of tidal energy convertors together into arrays. Onshore there will be a 
landfall substation, underground power cables and a grid connection substation.

As a multi-million-pound investment, Morlais is gaining support and has been 
included in the list of the top ten energy investment projects released by the UK 
Government recently. 

The ambitious Morlais project is different as it is not run by a private company,  
and aims to provide a sustainable source of revenue for reinvestment locally  
through Menter Môn initiatives. An important objective is to secure maximum benefit 
to the area and create economic opportunities for local people and businesses 
during construction and operation. 
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WELCOME
Welcome to the 
first Morlais project 
newsletter, produced 
to inform the local 
community about the 
development. If you 
have any feedback, 
you are interested in 
knowing more about the 
proposals, or want to 
get involved in project 
related initiatives – we 
want to hear from you! 
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About the project
Menter Môn
Public Information Day
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Rhun ap Iorwerth 
AM for Ynys Môn said: 
“Morlais is key to ensuring that we are 
at the forefront in terms of developing 
tidal energy technologies for the benefit 
of future generations. There is great 
potential for employment in this sector, 
and I’m pleased to support the project.”  

Albert Owen  
MP for Ynys Môn said: 
“Morlais is a pioneering project, 
well-suited to the local and natural 
environment of Anglesey’s coastal area. 
Marine Energy is a vital component of 
both the Welsh and UK Governments’ 
low carbon strategies. The project can 
be the catalyst for boosting the local 
economy with opportunities in research, 
manufacturing and the supply chain.”

New developers show 
confidence in Morlais

Morlais gains political backing

What is tidal stream power?

Tidal streams or currents are created by the 
constantly changing gravitational pull of the 
moon and sun on the world’s oceans. By 
using tidal stream energy convertors, it is 
possible to capture the energy of the sea’s 
currents to generate electricity.

Due to the predictability of the tides, generating electricity in this 
way provides a reliable and consistent energy source. 

The technology needed to generate electricity using the tides is 
rapidly developing, and there is growing worldwide interest in 
this emerging renewable energy sector.

Wales, and Anglesey in particular has some of the best tidal 
current resources in Europe.

Gerallt Llewelyn Jones, Director with Morlais said: 
“This is great news for us and shows that there 
is confidence in what we are aiming to achieve 
on Anglesey. Orbital Marine Power has a great 
reputation for innovation in this sector and we are 
delighted to be working closely with them.

“One of our key aims is to secure maximum benefit 
to the community through the project, by creating 
jobs and generating income to be re-invested 
locally through Menter Môn initiatives. Orbital 
understand the importance of this and are keen to 
get on board.”

Orbital Marine’s CEO Andrew Scott said: 
“The Morlais project gives us the potential to 
develop a commercial tidal energy array in UK 
waters. The concentration of tidal energy off the 
coast here, supported by great infrastructure 
in north Wales, makes this an ideal location to 
develop a marine industry.”

A number of tidal energy converter 
technology developers are already 
on board with Morlais and are 
committed to working with us.

Recently Orkney-based Orbital 
Marine signed-up to work with 
Morlais, giving the project’s ambitions 
to become a world leader in tidal 
energy a boost. Orbital’s O2 tidal 
turbine unit can produce electricity 
equivalent to the demands of 1,500 
typical UK homes.  
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Menter Môn – a local success story…
Menter Môn is a social enterprise which works across the north of Wales to deliver 
a range of regeneration, environmental and cultural projects for the benefit of local 
communities. By working in partnership with government, the third sector, business 
and individuals, Menter Môn attracts funding from different sources to add value and 
to contribute to creating a sustainable future. Since it was established in 1996 it has 
delivered projects across a range of sectors with a combined value of £70 million.

Over the years, Menter Môn has supported many local projects, highlights include: 

The  
development of 

the Anglesey 
Coastal Path 

Holyhead 
and Anglesey 
Weightlifting 
and Fitness 

Centre 

The Oyster 
Festival in 

Trearddur Bay

Meithrinfa 
Morlo Nursery 

in Holyhead 

Meithrinfa 
Morlo Nursery 

in Holyhead 

Holyhead 
Sea Cadets 
Bunkhouse 

Accommodation 

Holyhead 
Maritime 
Museum

Caban 
Kingsland 
Nursery  

Caffi’r Twr in 
the Breakwater 
Country Park 

Holyhead 
Town Hall 

refurbishment

The  
Ucheldre 

Arts  
Centre 

For a list of current Menter Môn 
projects, please visit: 

www.mentermon.com
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Engaging with the community is how 
Menter Môn approaches all its projects, 
and this is particularly important for 
Morlais. By working with the community to 
identify opportunities and issues, we can 
be responsive to concerns and local needs.

A public Information day has been arranged on the 19th of 
March at Llaingoch Community Centre, Holyhead between 
11:00 a.m. and 8:00p.m. Everyone is welcome to drop by 
to meet the team and to discuss the project.

Contact information

For further information, please contact us in one of the 
following ways: 

Menter Môn, Neuadd y Dref, Llangefni, Ynys Môn, LL77 7LR

Monday − Friday 10:00am to 5:00pm

 01248 725 722

 www.morlaisenergy.com

 info@morlaisenergy.com 

Funded by:

How can I get 
involved?
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